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THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE SPE- 
CIAL PREPARATION NEEDED FOR MISSION- 
ARIES APPOINTED TO LATIN AMERICA. 


The following report was prepared by a committee of the Board of 
Missionary Preparation of which Dr. Robert E. Speer of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America was chairman. Before being presented to the Board it was 
circulated for friendly criticism among a large and representative group 
of those who are regarded as having unusual experience with relation to 
the religious history, past and present, of Latin America. No pains 
have been spared to make the report truly representative of the best 
experience of the present day. 


It is taken for granted in this report that those for whom 
it is prepared, namely, missionaries and candidates for mis- 
sionary service in Latin America, and home administrators 
and teachers who are interested in the question of the special 
preparation needed by missionaries for the Latin American 
fields, will have familiarized themselves with the general re- 
ports on the training of ordained, educational, and women 
’ missionaries printed in the Third Report of the Board of Mis- 
sionary Preparation (January, 1914) and also with the Re- 
port of the Conference on Missions in Latin America held in 
New York, March 12th and 13th, 1913. It will not be neces- 
sary, accordingly, to go over again the ground covered in 
these reports. All that is needed is to supplement them with 
a brief consideration of the special conditions prevailing in 
the Latin-American fields. 


I. Tue Kinp oF MIssIONARY SERVICE NEEDED IN 
LaTIn AMERICA 


1. The Varied Constituency.—It is perhaps more difficult 
in Latin America than in any other part of the foreign mis- 
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sion field to form broad generalizations which will cover all 
social data. While the fact of varied social stratification is 
universal, it is peculiarly real and significant in these lands. 
There is a higher social class which lives its life in Paris 
when it can and at other times in the spirit and ideals of 
Paris. There is an upper-middle intelligent and capable body 
of people very much like the same type of people in our own 
land. There is an immense body of artisans, farm laborers, 
and smaller tradespeople, with a strong, often dominant 
strain of Indian blood, for the most part ignorant and un- 
trained, and shading down at the bottom into a mass of illit- 
eracy and economic unproductiveness, which, torpid in some 
nations and cheerful spirited in others, constitutes in all a 
dreadful dead weight. There is, finally, the pure Indian 
population, of pastoral, agricultural or nomadic habits, 
which must be reached like any aboriginal, uncivilized peo- 
ple. It will be seen that a wide variety and capacity of mis- 
sionary service is required. 


2. Ordained Misstonaries——There is a predominant de- 
mand for well qualified ordained missionaries, who have good 
gifts as preachers, who are able and willing to itinerate wide- 
ly, who can mingle with all kinds of people and make and 
hold true friendships, and who can build stable work. One 
weakness of the work in Latin America has been the great 
number of “prairie-burners’ who have gone there,—free 
lance missionaries, or representatives of short-lived and in- 
adequately responsible agencies, men who have never quali- 
fied themselves for the best work, who have discredited their 
enterprise and who retiring soon have made the task more 
difficult for their successors. Many independent work- 
ers have been faithful and efficient and have done a good 
work; but no field has suffered as much as Latin America 
from ill-advised and inefficient workers. Nowhere, how- 
ever, is there a better opportunity for men and women who, 
with adequate qualifications and warm, evangelistic zeal, will 
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carry on continuous work with a view to the winning of lives 
to Christ and the building up of permanent churches. 


At the same time that emphasis needs to be laid on the need 
of missionaries who have gifts of leadership and who can 
train and inspire others, and who will be ready then to lay 
responsibility on the shoulders of those who have been 
trained to bear it, it is well to remember what has been said 
about the great field for work among the masses of the peo- 
ple where, as indeed among all classes, the men who really 
do the work are not men who go out to the foreign field with 
the purpose of being leaders over other men or with high 
conceptions of the adequacy or superiority of their qualifica- 
tions but the men of humble heart and of steadfast will and 
of sound sense who go to do whatever they can and who love 
their fellow men of every class and, like Paul, become all 
things to all that they may win some. 


3. Educational Missionaries.—There is a like special op- 
_ portunity for the educational missionary. All of the Latin- 
_ American nations set a high theoretical estimate upon edu- 
cation and some of them, like Chile, are supporting elaborate 
_ educational systems with ability and enthusiasm. They wel- 
come and appreciate the mission school. It opens the door to 
classes with which it has been difficult to find a point of con- 
tact under past evangelistic methods. It exerts a powerful, in 
some cases a creative and formative, influence upon the state 
system. It renders a service in erecting moral ideals and pro- 
ducing character which makes an appeal to the people who 
realize the needs of their nations, and commands their ap- 
proval. The men and women who are needed for such work 
must have the equipment adequate for it. They should have 
a.thorough training in educational theory, in school organ- 
ization and administration, and be able to take and keep a 
place of leadership among people who value education and 
who include among their own numbers some excellent teach- 
ers in touch with European standards. In the educational 
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field there is need especially of good agricultural and indus- 
trial education, and the industrial element with its moral cor- 
relates is greatly needed in many schools which now give a 
wholly academic or theoretical education. The Salesian 
fathers are dealing with this need in a number of their 
schools. 


4. Medical Missionaries—There are very few medical 
missionaries in Latin America. They have not been needed 
to secure an access for the missionary message. These na- 
tions have their own medical schools with large numbers of 
doctors trained in them or in Europe. Foreign doctors can 
only obtain license to practice in many of the countries by 
paying large fees and taking examinations in Spanish or 
Portuguese which new missionaries are not able to take, for 
which a special technical mastery of the language is often 
necessary. There are counter considerations, however, which 
deserve to be dealt with, although they have not seemed suf- 
ficiently strong to the missionary Boards to lead them to con- 
duct medical work save in a few exceptional cases, although 
these would doubtless be multiplied if ampler funds were 
available. In Mexico more than elsewhere there seems to be 
an opportunity and demand for such work. 


5. Woman Workers.—Nowhere in the world has woman’s 
work for women been more strangely or sadly neglected than 
in Latin America. There are good mission schools for girls. 
In Mexico there were three times as many mission boarding 
schools for girls as for boys. But there are scarcely a dozen 
women evangelists in all Latin America from our American 
missionary societies. And yet nowhere in the world in pro- | 
portion to the population is the need or the opportunity more | 
appealing. Attention should be called to the discussions of | 
this subject in the Report of the Latin-American Conference 
already referred to. 


6. Essential Missionary Qualifications. —-Something 
should be said not only of the kinds of missionaries but also 
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of the kind of missionary needed in Latin America. Let a 
few missionary correspondents speak, whose own service en- 
titles them to be heard: 


We need men of deep spirituality, strong faith, diligent and 
continuous study of God’s word, the habit of constant prayer, 
sympathy and warmheartedness, gentleness and courtesy. The 
Latin-American is affable and attaches much importance to little 
courtesies and social customs. The personal character of the 
missionary is a large factor in persuading men to hear and re- 
ceive the message. 


Thorough intellectual and educational preparation are most 
important because of the educational classes and the rising tide 
and spread of popular education, and the fact that the educated 
classes are becoming more and more irreligious and must be won 
for Christ. 


It is the “solid” opinion of the missionaries of most experience 
in Latin America that the preparatory qualifications and training 
for evangelism here has in too many cases been inadequate. 


It is also their opinion that, in papal lands, a projected mission 
should be manned by persons adequately trained in general cul- 
ture, in Roman Catholic literature, who are proficient in music, 
and in at least one European language (besides Spanish). 


In general and, indeed, in particular for South America, the 
missionary should be as cultured, in the best sense of the term, 
as possible, and should have taken a full collegiate and theologi- 
cal training. 


Latin America has suffered from the sending of men whose 
only qualification has been that they had the “missionary spirit,” 
when these persons could not have gained the least favorable 
notice as candidates for missions to the Orient, or to the impor- 
tant points of Africa and Europe. If such men have ever been 
useful in missionary service, it has been due to their association 
with their better-equipped colleagues in neighboring missions. 


In view of the character of the Latin-Americans, the mission- 
ary should be active, ready of speech, sociable, and sympathetic. 


In view of the existing social, political, educational and reli- 
gious conditions of Latin countries he should be able and ready 
for leadership, and should have the tact and refinement which 
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will help him to observe all the reasonable proprieties of the 
educated classes, thus keeping him from offending those whom 
he would seek to influence. 


I find that we have never as an Evangelical Church been able 
to break through the barriers of the better class of people. In 
fact, we have lost tens of thousands of Anglo-Saxon, English- 
speaking peoples to Roman Catholicism, or agnosticism. We 
have not kept our own. 


The Chileno is the most difficult individual that I have ever 
tried to approach along evangelical lines. He is proud, haughty, 
self-complacent, self-conscious, somewhat stubborn, and quick 
tempered. But if he has confidence in the one approaching, he 
is polite, agreeable, and easy of approach. His intense patriotism 
makes him a fervent and steady follower of Jesus Christ when 
he has been won. He has a keen intellect, is susceptible to kind- 
ness, makes a fair leader and, if properly trained, an excellent 
worker. 


Hence, our missionaries must be men and women who are 
thoroughly consecrated to God and His service, intellectual, re- 
fined, diplomatic, energetic, able to get a language well, willing 
to serve anywhere or in any capacity. It is sometimes necessary 
to send out missionaries for certain specific work, but not as a 
rule. 


In view of what has gone before I should say that a candidate 
must be well educated and have, if possible, both college and 
theological training. He must be able to master the languages, 
must have a thorough knowledge of Church history and Chris- 
tian doctrine, a special course in Chilean history, and a general 
knowledge of all Latin-American countries and their rise. 


In the educational field we are sorely in need not only of spe- 
cialists in the higher branches but also and particularly of spe- 
cialists in organization and the management of schools, specialists 
in the training of teachers and in all lines of normal and indus- 
trial work, In evangelistic work, we need men of broad minds, 
large sympathies and tact because of the very great racial mixture | 
here. Out of this very race problem has grown an anti-American 
spirit, even among our church members, that is often a serious 
menace to growth. Also we need, though this is not special to 
Latin America, preachers with a message, men who do not leave 
their studies behind them, but who continue to take in in order 
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that they may give out. It is true that the majority of our Pro- 
testant congregations are not highly intellectual, but there is both 
intelligence and culture in Brazil and the simplest church goer 
realizes the difference between fresh milk and strained, if I may 
be allowed the figure. 

It would be a great mistake for any missionary Board to think 
that, because the percentage of illiteracy is so great in Latin- 
American countries, inferior men can do the work with more 
efficiency. The fact is, that educated men are greatly needed to 
shape policies and to lead the people. The very best is none too 
good for Latin America. Strong bodies, broad culture, and cath- 
olic sympathies, united with popular gifts are needed to insure 
missionary success. 


After all, two words summarize the essential missionary 
qualifications for Latin America, love and duty. Courtesy 
and good manners can often be worn, when the strain is not 
too great, as a cloak, but love will teach them to those who 
may have lacked them, and will enable those who have them 
to wear them always. And in Latin America as much as 
anywhere in the world, courtesy, kindly, thoughtful and gen- 
uine good manners are among the essentials. The Latin- 
American people are a very affectionate people. They love 
the man who is “simpatico.” Whoever would find them 
friendly needs only to show himself a friend and the kind 
of a gentleman whom love alone creates. The sense of duty 
that binds men to fit themselves for true work and to do it 
in the best way it can be done, covers all the rest. 

David Trumbull, for forty-three years a missionary in 
Chile, illustrates the kind of missionary service needed in 
Latin-American lands. His primary work was as pastor of 
the Union Church, made up of English, Scotch and Ameri- 
can residents in Valparaiso, but that was only his point of 
beginning. He reached out into all the life of Chile. These 
are the testimonies men bore to him: 


“As a preacher he was direct and forcible. He often laughingly 
said the only way to interest Scotchmen was to preach clean over 
their heads. That gave them something to think about and 
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wonder at, but his kindliness was such that after thundering de- 
nunciation always came the kindly appeal of the gospel invita- 
tion. In his pastoral relations his fine tact, genial humor, aptness 
of reminiscence or story telling made him a universal favorite, 
one whose visits were welcomed, whose smile was a benediction, 
whose uprightness was uncompromising, whose rebukes were 
telling, and yet whose words of sympathy brought cheer and com- 
fort to those in trouble, because he himself had been through 
the deep waters, knew whereof he spoke and entered fully into 
the sorrows of his people.” 


“His capacity for work was remarkable under a sense of the 
preciousness of opportunity, such as few men manifest. His 
elasticity and genial nature can only be appreciated by those who 
knew how carefully he sought for the bright light in the darkest 
cloud, and believed in the thankful “merry heart” which a pure 
conscience and a strong faith assure. Few men in this world 
have heavier burdens of care and sorrow than he had, yet he 
murmured not. Religion to him was more than an elevated sen- 
timent, more than moral persuasion or conviction; it was an ex- 
perience, a daily force in his life, a source of strength and con- 
solation. In our life together we often dwelt upon some of the 
profound subjects of religious thought and inquiry. As a theo- 
logian, Dr. Trumbull was too thorough and skilful to accept 
anything short of conclusions which embraced satisfactorily all 
the conditions and phases of given questions. He looked too 
deeply into the problems of human life to apologize for sin. He 
knew that God should be honored by a true obedience, and the 
sacrifice of Christ was to him a real atonement.” 

“David Trumbull felt personally the power of Him whose 
touch opened the eyes of the blind; Jesus was to him not only his 
Teacher but his Redeemer, and so he preached Christ and Him 
crucified, the pure, unchanged gospel that this poor world needs. 
Would you know the source of his strength, the power that 
molded that consecrated life,—behold it in Jesus Christ uplifted! 


“He whom love rules, where’er his path may be, 

Walks safe and sacred.” 
He loved his Savior and he lived to honor God. This is the true 
explanation of the religious heroism, of the good fight of faith, 
of the patriotic, noble, lovable, sympathizing character to which 
so many justly render sincere homage this day.” 
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“He never pleaded ignorance of responsibility. He sought to 
know responsibility, and the better he knew it, the more earnestly 
he labored, not for earthly praise, but for the “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant,” which he has now received. Yet 
through the honor we render to his memory, let his confession 
of weakness be remembered. This would be his wish. He also 
was a man. His one prayer was to obtain the perfect victory 
through Christ.” 


The inscription over the grave-stone in Valparaiso ceme- 


tery is a statement of the ideal character and influence of the 
Latin-American missionary : 


ai, 


MEMORIAE SACRUM 


The Reverend 
David Trumbull, D.D. 
Founder and Minister of the Union Church, Valparaiso. 
Born in Elizabeth, N. J., lst of Nov., 1819. 
Died in Valparaiso, lst of Feb., 1899. 


For forty-three years he gave himself to unwearied and successful effort 
In the cause of evangelical truth and religious liberty in this country. 
As a gifted and faithful minister, and as a friend he was honored and 
Loved by foreign residents on this coast. In his public life he was the 
Counselor of statesmen, the supporter of every good enterprise, the 
Helper of the poor, and the consoler of the afflicted. 


In memory of 
His eminent services, fidelity, charity and sympathy 
This monument 
Has been raised by his friends in this community 
And by citizens of his adopted country. 


THE SPECIAL CoursES NECESSARY FOR CANDIDATES FOR 
MISSIONARY SERVICE IN LATIN AMERICA 


1. Language Courses.—No standard of excellence in the 


acquisition of Portuguese for work in Brazil, and of Spanish 
for work elsewhere in Latin America can be too exacting. 
They are both beautiful languages, precise, succinct, rich, 
melodious. The people love them and those missionaries who 
speak them perfectly, as some do, are endeared to those to 
whom they speak, while imperfect or incorrect speech is a 
real hindrance, in spite of the courtesy and true kindness of 
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the people. Every missionary should fix his will to acquire 
as perfect a speaking knowledge of the language as possi- 
ble. French and German are of the greatest service in 
Latin America. Some missionaries advocate a mastery of 
Latin as the best preparation that can be made at home. “I 
should rank a full course in Latin as essential,’ writes one. 
“Nothing can make up the lack of this, especially in master- 
ing the intricacies of Spanish and Portuguese gender.” 
This is the strongest statement which has reached us. Others 
who insist on the mastery of Spanish or Portuguese do not 
require the preceding Latin as absolutely indispensable. It 
is, however, certainly desirable. There are differences of 
opinion as to the best place for beginning language study. 
Probably Spanish and Portuguese can more readily be ac- 
quired under competent instruction in the United States than 
any of the Oriental languages. The opinion of four ex-_ 
perienced missionaries may be quoted: 

“Latin should be studied by every prospective missionary to 
Latin America. But Latin is not Spanish and the good Latinist 
must not think the mastery of Latin absolves him from the close 
study of the particular Romance tongue that he is to use in his 
work. 

If Spanish or Portuguese can be studied under a teacher who 
is able to teach these languages idiomatically and colloquially, 
the study would be helpful as a part of the college curriculum, 
but if they are taught as book language, the time will be wasted. 
An educated native of Latin America, or some one who has made 
a special study of these languages while residing in a Latin coun- 
try, ought to be able to give right instruction. Such a teacher 
would be better for Spanish than a native of Spain, for the rea- 
son that peculiarities of pronunciation would be minimized.” 

“If instruction in Spanish or Portuguese (as the case may be) 
can be had under a competent teacher, one really proficient, es- 
pecially in the matter of pronunciation and accent, about one year 
of study at home may be pursued to advantage. If the instructor 
is a native, teaching his own language, so much the better. Habits 
formed, however, under an incompetent teacher are difficult to 
get rid of, and such study should by all means be avoided. So 
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should private study of a language before going to the field. On 
the field at least a year should be given over to systematic 
language study. The fact that Spanish and Portuguese are easy 
for one who has had Latin and perhaps French, leads many mis- 
sionaries to begin their work without giving sufficient time to the 
study of the language. Mastery of the language in which one’s 
work is to be done, including the possession of a good accent, 
cannot be over-emphasized.” 

“I think it is highly important that the missionary have a 
“start” in the language before getting on the field. I would not 
have him study the language the way I did before coming, i.e., go- 
ing over a great deal of grammar and doing or trying to do a lot 
of reading. I would not have him read Spanish poetry at all. I 
would advise above all things not to have a Spaniard for a teach- 
er unless he, the missionary, is to be sent to Spain. I would not 
let him see any classical Spanish literature, or any Spanish gram- 
mars. I would not emphasize the Spanish pronunciation at all. 
What I would advise is to use an inductive method as far as 
possible. Do a great deal of conversation work. Learn a few 
rules well. Learn well a few of the most practical regular verbs 
and learn well a few irregular ones. Avoid learning many rules. 
For me this practice was not only useless but hurtful. The pupil 
has nowhere to use so many rules all at once.” 

“I advise a sojourn of one year in Spain for the sake of the 
language and history of Romanism in Spain and her colonies; 
and also, for the observation of missions already there estab- 
lished. The acquisition of the idioms, usages and pronunciation 
of Spanish can more rapidly and cheaply be acquired in that 
country than in South America, where indeed they can not be 
acquired by a foreigner, but where they will prove an “Open 
sesame” to all classes, since they command respect and admira- 
tion, even where the people speak only a patois. This patois is 
used sparingly in our work and can be easily acquired by resi- 
dence in the country. 

The bibliography of Spanish history and literature, and of 
Romanism, from both the Roman and evangelical angles, is am- 
ple in Spain; and there are native scholars competent to direct 
research. This is a work which is much needed for the produc- 
tion of a literature, not simply evangelistic but instructive and 
varied, as a mode of conserving the evangelicals themselves from 
the corrupting influences of the present-day issues of the Spanish 
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press. This Protestant literature of various kinds is of first im- 
portance at the present stage of evangelism in many of the most 
influential centres, and to create it by editing and translations 
promises rich reward to any man who has the gifts; but he can- 
not prepare for this without adequate leisure in the proper at- 
mosphere.” 


The divergence of the last two opinions is explained by the 


fact that the first is from Argentina and the second from | 
Venezuela. The Spanish spoken in South America departs | 


from the Castilian standard as one goes South. Pure Cas- 


tilian, accordingly, is a great asset in Colombia and Vene- | 
zuela and Ecuador and Mexico, but needs to be modified to) 





the Argentino pronunciation in the Argentine. Probably no | 
Board will feel able to send its missionaries to Spain or Por- | 
tugal to study the language, but missionaries who wish to) 


master the language would do well to visit these countries 
on one of their furloughs, if they can do so. 


2. Courses in Religion.—The religion of Latin America is 
for the most part Roman Catholicism at its worst. In many 
parts of the field aboriginal pagan elements have been taken 
up with the religion, so that devout and intelligent Roman 
Catholics from Europe or America indignantly repudiate 
what they find in Latin America when they visit these lands. 
Mingled with all this, however, is much of the best in the 
Roman Church. Missionaries to Latin America, according- 
ly, should be equipped to make distinctions and should study 
at home the history and character of Roman Catholicism in 
both its good and its evil aspects, and be able on the field to 
appreciate what pagan elements the religion has taken up 
and what it brought with it in the baser traditions and prac- 
tices from home. The relation of Latin-American Roman 
Catholicism, ecclesiastically, theologically, socially, histori- 
cally, and politically to North American and European Ro- 
man Catholicism should also be studied, and also the history 
of the Roman Catholic Church in the whole of South Amer- 
ica, and its history in the special country to which the can- 
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didate is to go. This study should include the relation of the 
Church to the conquest of Latin America by Spain and Por- 
tugal, to the early settlements, to slavery both Indian and 
African, and to the Indian peoples. It should cover the his- 
tory, character, and influence of the Roman Missions and of 
the work of the different Orders, the history of the early 
Church, the development of the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Reformation, the counter-Reformation movements, the In- 
quisition, the points of difference and agreement between 
Roman Catholicism and Protestantism, the history of the 
controversies between them, the history of the Papacy, and 
the present situation and problems of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


This study should be made in the most open minded spirit, 
with a scrupulous desire to avoid all unfairness and preju- 
dice and to find the truth. If error and bigotry and fanatic- 
ism mingle themselves in the student’s mind, he will be weak- 
ened and misled. He goes to the field in the interest not of 
sectarianism or partisanship but for the truth’s sake, and he 
must seek it and find it in his study. Our correspondents look 
at the subject from somewhat varying angles: 


“Roman Catholicism should be studied historically and sympa- 
thetically rather than controversially.” 

“As far as ‘studying Protestant doctrine over against the teach- 
ing of the Roman Catholic Church’ I feel that it would be a 
waste of time. One should have a good knowledge of Church 
History and Apologetics, a general knowledge of the practices 
of the Roman Church as revealed in the ordinary church history 
course taught in our best colleges. More than that I should con- 
sider a waste of time.” 

“Tt is difficult, perhaps impossible, to say just how much we 
should study Roman Catholic doctrines before attempting mis- 
sion work in Latin countries. Most of our seminary study of 
Catholic theology is at second hand. We take Protestant state- 
ments of Roman Catholic teaching and Protestant rebuttals of 
the errors. The missionary ought to make a first-hand study of 
at least a few books written by Catholics. 
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As to the Protestant viewpoint, most of the older theologies, 
such as Calvin’s Institutes and Turretine, give the Protestant 
view along with the erroneous Catholic view. 

Many of the Spanish Reformers are very helpful in stating the 
old and the new, especially Juan Perez, and Constantino de la 
Fuente. 

As to Church History, the missionary to Latin America is un- 
prepared for his work unless he has the historic viewpoint, unless 
he understands the historic development of the Papacy together 
with its modifications resulting from the admixture of Indian 
superstitions. This is especially true in Mexico with the cult of 
the Virgin of Guadalupe. 

I feel that it is a positive message of love that is needed and 
not a condemnation of Romanism. A study of Anthropology. 
the Science of Missions, of the point of view, traditions and cus- 
toms and institutions of the people would be the most profitable 
study. Nothing helps more than a careful study of the secular 
history of a people.” 


Our own judgment is that the better equipped a missionary 
is in his knowledge of this whole field, the better prepared he 
is for his work; and especially that he should have read on the 
whole question as much as possible of the literature of the 
Roman Catholic Church. We would ask a priest to read our 
books to understand the evangelical faith. We ought to read 
Roman Catholic writings to appreciate the view of that 
Church. The new Catholic Encyclopedia is an invaluable 
production for this purpose. We shall know more truth and 
be better able to help Latin America, if we have read both 
sides, and we shall have a truer and more effective message. 


3. Studies Relating to the Lands and the Peoples—The 
Latin-American nations are both uniform and varied. They 
have a common culture and body of ideals, a common lan- 
guage, except in Brazil, a common political spirit, a common 
strain of blood, but there are also wide divergencies due to 
the different Spanish provincial characteristics grafted on 
different sections of Latin America, and to the very different 
Indian stocks on which these characteristics were grafted, to 
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the divers streams of modern immigration, and the differing 
political histories. In addition to such good general books, 
as Dawson’s “South American Republics,’ Akers’ “History 
of South America 1854-1904,” Bryce’s “South America, Ob- 
servations and Impressions,” Hale’s “The South Americans” 
and Pepper’s “Panama to Patagonia,” the candidate can ob- 


tain some one or more excellent books on each of the Latin- 


American nations, published by the Pan-American Union 
in Washington or by the nation itself or by some private 
publisher. 

The intellectual situation in Latin America must be appre- 


ciated by missionary candidates. It is briefly stated in the 
Report of the Conference on Missions in Latin America, pp. 
21, 24, 81-87, 105-123. The problem is not at all apprehended, 
_if it is conceived as a proselytism among intelligent and sin- 


cere Roman Catholics. At one end of society is a submerged 
mass of illiteracy with an appalling percentage of illegitim- 
acy as well, with no real religion at all. At the other is a 


_ body of educated men who have renounced all supernatural- 
ism. Of the student class a well informed observer writes: 


“As regards religion, I would say that not over ten per cent. 
of them (the students) are nominally identified with Roman 
Catholicism, which is the state religion. [In Chile the percent- 
age would be higher.] Another ten per cent. take a hostile atti- 
tude towards the Roman Church. This hostility, however, does 
not mean that there is any sympathy with Protestantism, in the 
best senses of that word. They are in sympathy with a Pro- 
testantism that protests, but they have no contact with evan- 
gelical Christianity. Christianity and Romanism, indeed, mean 
to them one and the same thing. The great mass of students are 
indifferent, never having given any thought to religious questions. 
They believe in nothing.” 


The educated Latin-Americans read the modern French, 


German or Italian literature as well as their own classic lit- 


erature. Any familiarity which a missionary can acquire 
with the wholesome elements in this literature will be an 


advantage, and he must be ready in many of these fields to 
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meet the modern forms of scepticism and scientific and phil- 
osophic unbelief, especially positivism and agnosticism and 
their opposite view but frequent consequence,—spiritualism. 
Two missionaries write: 

“One subject to which we must give more time is philosophy. 
A good course in the History of Philosophy would prove of great 
advantage to the missionary. I have found that the Latins read 
philosophy more readily than fiction. Servants will read phil- 
osophy. Young men who know nothing about grammar, geogra- 
phy, or history will read Tolstoy and Spencer and talk with 
enthusiasm about them. 

There are two false systems of philosophy in vogue in Latin 
lands, that of the Jesuits represented by Balmes in Spain, and 
that of the atheistic evolutionists like Haeckel. The student who 
is preparing for work in Mexico, for example, can well afford 
to study the best way of meeting these systems.” 

“The importance of a study of the literature of Latin America 
can hardly be over estimated. Strange as it may seem, the Latins 
are a literary people. The best of Spanish literature finds its 
way to the new world and an indigenous literature has grown up. 
It is true that the message this literature brings to the world is, 
to the Northern mind, often unworthy, but its form is faultless. 
One reason why our Protestant gospel has failed to reach the 
Latin heart is because it has been presented in such a crude way. 
The translations of Protestant books into Spanish have been 
lacking in the literary finish that the Latin mind expects. This 
defect has prejudiced the educated reader against our message. 

The study of the literature of the Latin peoples will bear fruit 
in enabling the missionary to present his message with added 
attractiveness.” 


As already noted, the Latin-American nations set a high 
theoretical value on education. It isa theme they are always 
ready to discuss. Missionaries should enter sympathetically 
into their spirit, should know the educational policies and 
organization of the different countries and give help, wher- 
ever they may settle, either by schools of their own or by 
friendly counsel with the educational authorities. The Re- 
ports of the United States Commissioner of Education for 
1908-1909 and the volume entitled “Progress in Latin Amer- 
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ca” of the Annals of the American Academy of Political 
Science contain interesting articles on this subject and fur- 
her information can be obtained from the Pan-American 
Jnion in Washington. 


The social and political systems of Latin America have a 
listinct flavor of their own. The missionary should come 
.o them without narrow insular prejudice, but with the sym- 
nathetic desire to understand them, to appreciate their his- 
cory and to help their evolution. He should study a book 
ike Garcia Calderon’s “Latin America, Its Rise and Prog- 
ress,” being the English translation of the French volume 
‘Les Democraties Latines.” This is an able statement of 
-he younger Latin-American thinkers’ point of view. Bryce’s 
“South America” is the proper supplement of Sr. Calderon’s 
book, and helps us to understand the racial background. One 
missionary recommends a study of “European imperialism, 
modern democracy and republican government, modern 
social order among Latin peoples, American citizenship, 
history of civil government.” What he means by this large 
order is that any missionary will find himself better fitted by 
a broad knowledge of modern history and political science 
for sympathetic service in Latin America. If such knowl- 
edge will do nothing else it will give him ground for friendly 
and helpful human intercourse, which he can use as the gate- 
way for his religious messages. 


The Monroe Doctrine, our’ geographical proximity to 
Latin America, our predominant power and the misunder- 
standing of our motives and purposes illustrated in Sr. Cal- 
deron’s book, all make it necessary for missionaries to be 
wise and true to our mission; to avoid all political complica- 
tions of every sort and to be ambassadors of peace and good 
understanding. All jingoism, national boastfulness and 
‘spread-eagleism are unbecoming and injurious. Further- 
more, the missionary goes into a region where the idea of 
religious liberty is young and where the problem of church 
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and state is dealt with in very varying ways. He will do 
well to study the whole problem and especially its history in 
Latin America. Lee’s “Religious Liberty in South Ameri- 
ca” discusses the question with regard to part of the field. 
The problem is a wider one, however, and the student would 
do well to read Acton’s “The History of Freedom and other 
Essays,” which is all the more valuable as coming from the 
ablest Roman Catholic historian of the last century. See 
also Dr. Carroll’s paper in the Report of the Conference on 
Missions in Latin America, pp. 49-57. 


4. Studies in the Missionary History and Problems of 
Latin Peoples.—The history of the distinctly missionary en- 
terprises of the Roman Catholic Church in Latin America 
should be carefully studied, both as an inspiration and as a 
warning, in Dawson’s “South American Republics” and 
Brown’s “Latin America.” Currier’s “Lands of the South- 
ern Cross” is an interesting survey of present conditions with 
reference to the history of the Church by a Roman Catholic 
priest who visited the field in 1909-10. The candidate should 
inquire of his Board, whether it has published any special 
report on Latin America, and should get also his own Board’s. 
regular annual report and any historical sketches it may have 
issued. It is unnecessary to do more here than again to refer 
all candidates to the Report of the Conference on Missions 
in Latin America held for two days in New York City in 
March, 1913, when the work of missions in Latin America 
was carefully surveyed and its methods and problems dis- 
cussed. 


5. Studies in the Presentation of the Missionary Message. 
—This subject also is thoroughly treated in the Conference 
Report, together with the fundamental question of “The 
Right Attitude of Missionaries in Latin America to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church,” and also in the Report of the Foreign 
Missions Conference held in New York City in January, 
1911. It will be the life long effort of the missionary to 
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reach the right solution of these problems. Perhaps all that 
the candidate can do is to prepare himself to approach the 
problem with a full intellectual equipment and with a right 
spirit. He should read the Report of Commission IV at the 
Edinburgh Conference on “The Missionary Message” and 
Fradryssa’s ‘““Roman Catholicism Capitulating before Prot- 
estantism,” and also Newman Smyth’s “Passing Protestant- 
ism and Coming Catholicism” which represents a new point 
of view, which history will judge, and accept or reject. We 
have here the most difficult of all the problems of missions. 
If only we knew the right solution our task would be vastly 
simpler. How widely missionaries differ with regard to it! 
And yet after all how clear the answer would seem to be in 
the face of the actual conditions. As an experienced mis- 
sionary writes: 
“A positive preaching of the saving power of Jesus Christ is 
the only thing that wins real converts to the Kingdom of God. 
All negative preaching may tend to make Protestants, but not 
Christians. We have hundreds of thousands of Protestants in 
Chile, but they are agnostic or atheistic, which can scarcely be 
considered an improvement. ‘La Religion al Alcance de Todos’ 
is probably the most widely read book in Chile. It is altogether 
anti-Christian—one might say almost worse than atheistic be- 
cause of its subtlety. Everybody is reading this book; I find 
that our people are buying all such trash, the rich and poor alike. 
We have nothing that is well written that will answer the argu- 
ments; and even if we did it would be an expensive book that 
only a few would buy.” 


6. Miscellaneous Suggestions.—Missionaries cannot have 
too much real knowledge. It is easy to know too little of too 
many things but never too much. And all that a man has 
will be of value to him in Latin America. Where the horse 
- or mule is the main means of transportation off the lines of 
railroad, it is well for a man to have learned how to ride and 
how to handle animals. He will be better off for a little 
knowledge of carpentry and a slight, but accurate, knowledge 
of bookkeeping. He should make some study of sanitation 
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and hygiene. He will often be away from doctors in the 
interior, if he is a faithful itinerant; and a little medicine kit 
and knowledge of first aid to the injured and how to deal 
with summer diseases will stand him in good stead. Any 
acquaintance with boys’ clubs, play ground developments, 
kindergarten methods, philanthropic movements, or Civics 
will be useful. “A lively interest in biology, the plant and 
animal life about him, will prove most helpful to a mission- 
ary, at once educational and recreative.’ A woman who 
knows very little about housekeeping should endeavor to ac- 
quire a general knowledge of the problems of household 
economics. Moreover, the emphasis placed by the nuns on 
industrial work with girls suggests that young women should 
give some attention to industrial preparation as well. All 
candidates should make a special study of Sunday school 
work, and come into touch with the World’s Sunday School 
Association. If they have had no Sunday school experience 
they should begin to acquire it at once upon their appoint- 
ment. Any one who can write will find ample field, both in 
the public press and in the preparation of some of the 
urgently needed evangelical literature. A knowledge of 
music is also invaluable. One of the most experienced and 
trusted missionaries in South America writes: 


“IT should like to see a strong paragraph recommending that 
intending missionaries for Latin America seek in every way pos- 
sible to inform themselves fully on the fundamental Gospel prin- 
ciples and on modern developments of catholicity, union, co-oper- 
ation and comity among the various Protestant denominations. 
The Gospel cause in South America suffers great hindrance from 
an undue emphasis of denominational differences and the con- 
tentions and discussions arising therefrom. The priests, and 
others unfriendly to the Protestant cause, make great capital of 
this and delight to repeat that Protestantism is divided into a 
variety of contending sects. I consider this point vital in mis- 
sionary preparation, and every one on the field should cultivate 
the spirit of fellowship and co-operation; his own life will be 
enriched thereby and his efficiency increased.” 
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III. THE OBTAINING OF THIS SPECIAL PREPARATION 

As much of it as possible should be secured before going 
to the field. Most of it is to be gained by missionaries them- 
selves from their own reading and study. Such reading and 
study should belong to their missionary life upon the field 
until the day of their death. Many of the books involved 
should be gone over more than once, while new books will 
appear from time to time which they must read. Some lan- 
guage study and full reading on the subjects of Christian 
unity and Roman Catholicism, of Latin-American history, 
of the social and political conditions of the Latin-American 
nations, and of the history of missions, Roman Catholic and 
Protestant, should all be done in the years of preparation at 
home. The miscellaneous equipment mentioned should be 
secured before going. The real mastery of the language 
must be gained on the field and the life and thought of the 
people can only be appreciated here. And the importance of 
pursuing the elusive ideal of “real mastery” to the very end 
must be fully emphasized. Each missionary should mark 
out for himself a course of personal reading and study to be 
pursued upon the field. This should include a thorough in- 
vestigation of the history and conditions of his own field and 
a large and continuous consideration of the apologetic issues 
involved in the Latin-American missionary problems. 


No small part of the preparatory studies recommended is 
covered by courses provided in the curriculum of our colleges 
and theological schools. Spanish is offered in many institu- 
tions, and Latin, French and German in all. Courses in 
political science and European history and each year better 
courses in American history and politics, in international 
law, economics, ethics, philosophy, education, Church his- 
tory, the Reformation, are available in almost all institutions. 

Latin-American missionaries should keep in touch with 
modern history, both in America and in Europe, and should 
pursue courses of reading which will keep their thought 
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awake and interesting. All that can enrich human conver- 
sation will be of service. Many missionaries will find them- 
selves the oracles of their communities and the better ser- 
vants of Christ, because the better friends of men. ‘The 
missionary’s studies while on the field,” writes one corre- 
spondent, “will be dictated by the demands and opportunities 
of his work. Much of his reading should be in the language 
of the field, though not without consecutive and faithful 
study and reading in his own language, especially in the realm 
of general literature and of Biblical theology. It is a mis- 
fortune for a missionary to lose his grasp on his native Eng- 
lish, or to fall too far behind the literary movements and 
interests of his day.” 


And another writes: “I should certainly advise mission- 
aries to read the classic literature and the best modern works 
of the people and when home on furlough I should advise 
a course of study involving their specialty, if they be educa- 
tional missionaries, as well as studies along Biblical, religious 
and pedagogical lines, to be taken in some good university 
where they can imbibe inspiration from the atmosphere, the 
classroom and the library alike.” 


Every furlough should be a time for such intellectual and 
spiritual refreshing, with some months given to solid study 
in college or seminary, with fresh work in the Bible and 
Church history and Christian Apologetics as well as attend- 
ance upon missionary conventions and some good Bible 
conference. 


In all these matters everything depends upon the mission- 
ary himself. The best courses in the world will roll off from 
some men. Others will prepare themselves thoroughly in 
the most adverse circumstances. But it ought to be each 
man’s resolute will to fit himself in the fullest measure for 
his work, and to spare no pains to get the best possible equip- 
ment. 
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CONCLUSION 


We add two remarks before suggesting a bibliography. 
(1) Nowhere does the Bible fill a larger place in missionary 
work than in Latin America. It is the great text book of 
Latin-American work. A thorough mastery of it, including 
the Douay version of the Roman Catholic Church and an ac- 
quaintance with such Roman Catholic versions as are avail- 
able in Spanish or Portuguese are essential. No other 
knowledge can make up for a lack of this knowledge. There 
are signs of a freer access to the Bible in Latin America 
which promise a better day. The most recent of these, re- 
freshing among so many instances of a different spirit, is 
Joachim M. Cullen’s “The Biblical Book,” a collection of 
classified Bible passages with the following preface to the 
English edition: 


“I dedicate this translation of my ‘Biblical Book’ to all English- 
speaking Christians, both Catholic and Protestant. 


In presenting it to my fellow-Catholics, I am sustained and 
encouraged by the approval of His Holiness Pius X., who gra- 
ciously deigned to favor me with his Apostolic blessing and an 
autograph letter on the appearance of the original Spanish edi- 
tion. 


I venture to offer my book to Protestants, whom also I regard 
as my brethren in Christ, and whose good faith I respect, as an 
invitation to meditation and prayer. I beg to remind them that 
many of their number, taught by prayer, reflection, and a virtu- 
ous life, have learnt to grasp the meaning and realize the fulfil- 
ment of the divine prophecy, which assured us that there would 
be only one fold and one shepherd, that upon the rock of Peter 
He would build His Church, and that ‘the gates of hell should not 
prevail against it.’ Nor have they prevailed. The Church has 
endured through the ages, and it continues to exist in defiance 
of the ceaseless assaults of its enemies, and in spite of the weak- 
ness of human nature, manifest even in St. Peter himself on the 
very night of the Passion. 

I beg my separated brethren earnestly to consider that if Jesus 
Christ could come and stand in the midst of His disciples, 
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although the doors of the house in which they were gathered 
together were shut, He could also make His entry into the world 
at Bethlehem in a similar manner without detriment to the blessed. 
tabernacle which had held Him since His Incarnation; and it 
must needs have been so, since infinite perfection cannot but act 
in the most perfect manner. 

Finally, I entreat them to adopt at prayer the practice of in- 
voking Holy Mary, the virgin full of grace, the Mother blessed 
among women, whom all generations shall call blessed, according 
to the words of the Gospel. This practice will be to them a 
source of great consolation, and they may rest assured that they 
are appealing to our own Mother when addressing their prayers. 
to the Mother of God. Devotion to the Mother of our Redeemer 
is a path which leads to eternal redemption.” 


This sounds a new and exceptional note in Latin America, 
or is a revival of the spirit which met the work of James. 
Thomson and the Lancasterian Schools ninety years ago. 
(Brown, “Latin America,” pp. 185-190.) 


(2) Let it be said again, and emphatically, that we have 
set up here a counsel of perfection and that there is no mis- 
sionary with the equipment we have recommended. It is an 
equipment which each man and woman should strive after; 
but no one need feel that, lacking it, he must turn back from 
the work. We repeat that men and women who love their 
Master and the people to whom they go, who with patience, 
good sense and devotion intend to serve Him and them have 
their place waiting for them and can be sure that God will 
bless them in it and make them useful. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE 
BOARD OF MISSIONARY PREPARATION 


The Second Annual Report (1912) 


Containing the reports on “Fundamental Qualifications for Missionary 
Work’ and on the “Facilities for Training Missionary Candidates.” 


Paper, price 25 cents, postpaid. 


The Third Annual Report (1913) 


Rich in suggestions concerning the special training which evangelistic, 
educational, medical, and women missionaries should seek. It also contains 
a report on the use of the missionary furlough and a list of the institutions 
which offer special courses for candidates along these lines and suggests 
valuable courses of reading. 


Paper, price 25 cents, postpaid. 


The Fourth Annual Report (1914) 


Containing reports on preparation for different fields, such as China, 
India, Japan, Latin America, the Near East and Pagan Africa. It also in- 
cludes full reports of the two important Conferences on Preparation of 
Ordained Missionaries and Administrative Problems. 


Paper, price 50 cents, postpaid. 


The Fifth Annual Report (1915) 


Containing reports of two important Conferences on Preparation of 
Women for Foreign Service and Preparation of Medical Missionaries, be- 
sides other reports. 


Paper, price 25 cents, postpaid. 


CONFERENCE REPORTS. 


Report of the Conference on the Preparation of Ordained Missionaries, held 
December, 1914, in New York. Paper covered, price 10 cents. 


Report of the Conference on the Preparation of Women for Foreign Service, 
held December, 1915, in New York. Paper covered, price 10 cents. 


Report of the Conference on the Preparation of Medical Missionaries, held 
April, 1916, in New York. Paper covered, price 10 cents. 


REPRINTS OF SPECIAL REPORTS. 


How Shall the Missionary Spend His Furlough? Price 5 cents. 

The Preparation of Ordained Missionaries. Price 10 cents. 

The Preparation of Educational Missionaries. Price 10 cents. 

The Preparation of Medical Missionaries. Price 10 cents. 

The Preparation of Women for Foreign Service. Price 10 cents. 

The Preparation of Missionaries Appointed to China. Price 10 cents. 

The Preparation of Missionaries Appointed to India. Price 10 cents. 

The Preparation of Missionaries Appointed to Japan. Price 10 cents. 

The Preparation of Missionaries Appointed to Latin America. Price 10 cents. 
The Preparation of Missionaries Appointed to the Near East. Price 10 cents. 
The Preparation of Missionaries Appointed to Pagan Africa. Price 10 cents. 
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